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J ohn Francis McAvoy, Sr. of Hampton, New Hampshire, and formerly of

Lawrence, Massachusetts, died peacefully on August 6, 2019, having lived a full
and happy life.

John was born in Lawrence, Massachusetts, the son of Wilfred and Mary (Cantillon) McAvoy. He
attended St. Patrick’s Grammar School and Central Catholic High School, both in Lawrence, and

the University of Massachusetts at Lowell. He proudly served in the Massachusetts Army National
Guard as a Sargeant First Class. He was employed at the Lawrence Eagle Tribune, the Haverhill

Gazette, and, later in life, Raytheon Company. Throughout his career, he was highly respected
and known for his strong work ethic and kind and gracious manner.

In 1951, John married the love of his life Mary (Marie) Agnes Champi. For 66 years, the couple

lived in happiness, serving, loving, and respecting one another in the Christian tradition. He and
his wife adored their three children and four grandchildren. His life’s focus was family.

John was an active member in his church community, including Saint Mary’s and Saint Patrick’s

Parishes in Lawrence. He and his wife were known for their generosity and selfless service to the
needy and to those less fortunate. John was passionate about history, possessed a deep

appreciation for music, and enjoyed teaching his grandchildren about gardening.

A devoted husband, father, grandfather, brother, uncle, and friend, John is predeceased by his
loving wife Mary, and survived by his children, son John McAvoy, Jr. and Kelly Davidson,

daughter Carole Ann Dello Russo, and son William McAvoy and his wife Heather; grandchildren
John McAvoy, III and Odile Hobeika, and Olivia McAvoy, and their mother Mary McAvoy, and

Lauren Dello Russo and her husband Liam Casey, and Cara Dello Russo and Alyssa Clark, and
their father George Dello Russo, a very supportive son-in-law. He also leaves behind his two
sisters, Geraldine and Constance, whom he loved dearly; a brother-in-law Carter and a sister-in-

law Carole; several cousins, nieces, and nephews; and many dear friends. He was predeceased by
his parents and his adopted sister, Helen.
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The family wishes to thank all of those who cared for, loved, and befriended him over his life.

Relatives and friends are invited to visiting hours on Thursday, August 8th, 2019 from 4:00 PM to

7:00 PM at the John Breen Memorial Funeral Home, 122 Amesbury Street, Lawrence,
Massachusetts. His Mass of Christian burial will be held on Friday, August 9, 2019 at 10:00 AM at

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Church, 289 Lafayette Road, Hampton, NH. On the day of the
funeral, the family requests that relatives and friends meet directly at the church. There will be a
graveside service at the High Street Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be sent

in his name to the Mesothelioma Applied Research Foundation, 1615 L St., NW #430, Washington,
D.C., 20036 or at https://www.curemeso.org/. To send an online condolence or for more

information, please go to www.breenfuneralhome.com.
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Visitation

John Breen Memorial Funeral Home, Inc. -

Lawrence

122 Amesbury St., Lawrence MA 01841

Funeral Mass

Our  Lady of Miraculous Medal Church

289 Lafayette Road, Hampton NH

Burial

High Street Cemetery

Hampton NH
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Thursday, August 8, 2019

4:00 PM - 7:00 PM ET

Friday, August 9, 2019

10:00 AM ET

Friday, August 9, 2019
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=42.7105912,-71.16492690000001
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=42.9360246,-70.836476
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=42.9375932,-70.8389219
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Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the McAvoy, family.

August 7 at 6:34 PM

Anonymous sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the McAvoy, family.

August 7 at 11:50 AM

DF Dan Pelletier  & Family sent a Sweet Tranquility Basket to the McAvoy, family.

August 7 at 10:00 AM

DP Dan Pelletier  posted:

Bill,Jack & Carole; My deepest condolences and prayers for your family. He was a very nice man

and I'll never forget how kind he and your Mom were to me. God Bless.Dan Pelletier

August 7 at 9:50 AM

Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the McAvoy, family.

August 7 at 8:46 AM

Anonymous sent a Full Of Love Bouquet to the McAvoy, family.

August 6 at 6:19 PM
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JA Jack posted:

He was a great guy that I loved dearly.........I just hope that he knew how special he wasJack

August 6 at 4:39 PM

JA Jack posted:

He was a great guy that I loved dearly......I hope that he knew how special he wasJack

August 6 at 4:18 PM

JW Joan Whalen posted:

John Sr. Was the kindest man. He was the ultimate gentleman. Many times he exited the elevator

in our building, turning left instead of right to open the hall door for me. We will miss him.

Condolences to his family. Joan and Kurt Whalen

August 6 at 3:11 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring John by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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